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20 Descember 1951 .

ITEM 2
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Program for Soviet Orbit Escapeces o

Swmmary: This staff stuly is the produst of PSB action of 25 October 1951,
which directed the formation of a panel to consider this problem.

This study represents the first of two papers to be prepared on thisz subject

and recommends the assignment of responsibility for assuring proper care and

disposal of escapees from the Soviet Orbit who camnot be utilized in existing

U, S, programs. This ig urgent since IRD coases existence st the end of Febru-

ary, 1952, . After thorough consideration of all potential Governmmental and pri-

vate organizatlons or sgencies to administer and coordinate this activity, the

atudy régomanda that the State Department be charged with the over-all adminis—

tering and coordinating responsibililty, with certailn supporting responsibilities

incumbent wpon CIA, Department of Defense, and the MSA,

Paragraph 20, page 8, of the main report sets forth five possible
sourees of financial support for this activity. At the PSB Alternates Meeting
on Monday, 17 December, the Depariment of State indicated it would prefer
assurance of its operating funds from one source and felt that the MSA should
provide the full 8 million dollars, instead of the present 24 million dollars
tentatively allocated against the Eirston Amendment. The Department of State 7
feels further that it should have the freedom of decision with respeet to how

A’
the administering will be performed, i.e., with augmented persomnel or by sube ol
delegation to an appropriate non-governmentel commission or committee. The
pointe raised by the Department of State eppear valid and reascneble.
Becommendstions {(a) That you note%&la mmations of the report (pages 12

and 13), with particular reference to paragraph &, page 13; (b) That
you propose the addition of the following clause in the recommendations POV~
taining to CIA responsibilities in order to assure full consideration of the

CIA interests: "23 b, (2) To vrovide the necessary guidance for plaxming and
effecting access to escapees in connection with covert U. S,

(¢) That you conr the recomzendations and suppor&;*‘éwem‘bs with respect

)

to administration and financing advanced by the State member. /
See Shaft Stdy £/
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